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dj t  iSumigmatic  ?8ogep=J$lan 


Tbis  species  of  collector  is,  we  are  glad  to  say,  unique  in  America, 
but  we  have  bere  in  New  York  a  single  specimen,  whom  attendants  at 
recent  auction  sales  will  recall  as  the  one  who  enlivens  the  afternoon 
with  continuous  abuse,  petty  personalities,  unsolicited  opinions  on 
auction  lots,  and  excess  show  of  childish  conceit.  He  calls  himself  a 
dealer,  and  as  regards  tirade  and  offensive  vanity,  his  statement  is  ab¬ 
solutely  true;  he  is,  rather,  a  wholesaler.  To  hear  him  talk ,  Numis¬ 
matics  begins  and  ends  with  himself;  he  disports  himself  in  a  numis¬ 
matic  arena  alone,  with  not  a  single  other  foemati  visible  worth)-  of  his 
steel.  As  an  expert  he  occupies  a  niche  so  exalted  that  poor  ordinary 
mortals  like  ourselves  require  a  powerful  telescope  to  sight  him.  He 
speaks  of  numismatic  reforms.  Reforms  should  begin  at  home.  We 
know  that  he  is  insincere.  We  have  yet  to  hear  that  this  individual — 
this  numismatic  bogey — has  ever  said  a  good  word  about  anybody  save 
himself. 
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I&ome  ixare  ?Dar  Jtleiials 

There  are  in  the  Wilson  collection  in  this  city  two  Fort  Detroit 
medals,  one  with  a  single  bar  given  to  a  private  of  the  41st  Foot(very  rare) 
anda  two  bar, Chateanguay  and  Fort  Detroit, given  to  an  Indian, “Wishe 
Faratie.  ’  ’  of  the  highest  rarity.  Medals  that  were  given  to  Indians  are 
rarer  than  those  given  to  militia  men. 

These  medals  are  known  as  “Military  General  Service  1806-14,” 
and  were  sanctioned  1st  June,  jl 847. 

Her  Majesty,  Victoria,  was  pleased  to  command  that  a  medal 
should  be  struck  to  record  the  service  of  her  fleets  and  armies  during  the 
wars  commencing  1798  and  ending  1814,  and  that  one  should  be  conferred 
upon  every  officer,  non  commissioned  officer,  and  soldier,  of  the  army 
who  was  in  any  battle  or  siege,  to  commemorate  which,  medals  have 
been  struck  by  command  of  Her  Majesty’s  royal  predecessors,  and 
have  been  distributed  to  the  general  or  superior  officers  of  the  several 
armies  and  corps  of  troops  engaged  in  conformity  with  the  regula¬ 
tions  of  the  army  at  that  time  in  force. 

Twenty-eight  bars  in  all  were  given  the  one  with  “Chateanguay” 


